
Since the spring of 2016, people from all over the world have 
flooded in to Standing Rock Reservation to help protect its 
water. Most of the reservation is in South Dakota, but Cannon 

Ball, the community most in danger, is in southern North Dakota. 
Named for its unique round stones carved by the Missouri River, 
Cannon Ball is a sacred place for the Standing Rock Sioux. It is 
under the Missouri at Cannon Ball that Energy Transfer Partners 
soon hopes to complete their controversial Dakota Access Pipeline.

Several encampments have appeared at Standing Rock and have 
housed thousands of people throughout the last year. These people 
are Water Protectors – indigenous peoples from across North Amer-
ica fighting for sovereignty and against environmental racism, peo-
ple willing to risk arrest, injury and death to save the water, lawyers, 
doctors and healers, activists and artists – from all walks of life join-
ing together for a common cause. This is the first time that all seven 
Sioux Nations have occupied the same space for the same cause in 
more than a century. More than 300 tribes are represented at camp.

Each encampment sustains itself on generosity and community – 
there is no place for the dollar in the economy at Standing Rock. 
There are community kitchens providing hot meals, dwellings, 
schools and community spaces being erected daily by hard-working 
volunteers, medic tents where trained professionals can help ease 
any kind of pain you might encounter. There are no drugs, alcohol, 
or weapons allowed at camp. Every camper gets oriented and learns 
the rules of camp, of cultural respect and reverence, and undergoes 
direct action training where they learn the tactics and philosophy of 
nonviolence. 

The Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL) was originally scheduled to run 
under the river at Bismarck, North Dakota, a nearby, predominantly 
white community. The pipeline was quickly rejected by residents of 
Bismarck due to concerns that it would damage their water supply, 
and rerouted through the reservation instead. Despite the outcry of 
thousands of people, unapologetic environmental racism, hundreds 
of arrests and injuries, and damage to the environment and sacred 
sites, things at Standing Rock are still bad. 

The constant presence of Energy Transfer Partners has elicited the 
use of militarized police from five different states on peaceful pro-
testers. Despite orders this autumn from the Department of Justice, 

and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the DAPL is still under con-
struction and people are still getting hurt. In addition, the Morton 
County Sherriff’s Department has created a sensationalist roadblock 
on 1806 South into Cannon Ball to deter people from joining the 
camps. This has garnered an unprecedented amount of negative 
media coverage and also delays emergency services from reaching 
the residents of Cannon Ball by about 35 minutes. 

While the news we hear about Standing Rock can be fantastical,  
confusing and controversial, it is important, above all, to remember 
that this is a fight for indigenous rights, and it is a fight for respect 
of the Earth. Besides doing some research and learning the truth 
for yourself, here are some things you can do to help the water pro-
tectors and the Standing Rock Sioux hold their ground. Take action 
now. Protect the water. Protect our human future (but don’t forget 
that anyone you call is human too!).

Contact Doug Burgum, the new governor of 
North Dakota, and tell him why he should help 

stop the Dakota Access Pipeline.   
Phone: (701) 328-2200  Fax: (701) 328-2205

Call the White House and express your concerns 
about the sovereignty of native nations and the 

environmental repercussions of this project. 
Phone: (202)-456-1111

Call Energy Transfer Partners and tell them  
our future is more important than their greed. 

Lee Hanse, owner & executive vice  
president: (210)-403-6455  

Glenn Emery, vice president: (210)-403-6762 
Michael Waters, lead analyst: (713)-989-2404

Contact the Morton County Sheriff ’s  
Department and Correctional Center.  

Demand that they release water protectors 
arrested unfairly and that they cease and 

desist. Phone: (701) 667-3318 
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https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/joint-statement-department-justice-department-army-and-department-interior-regarding-standing
http://www.usace.army.mil/Media/News-Releases/News-Release-Article-View/Article/1003593/statement-regarding-the-dakota-access-pipeline/

